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Green Economics is economics for the people. It brings in innovative ideas 
and perspectives to deal with the current social and economic problems 
which are affecting the planet. 

Are you a student, a professor or an academic looking to research the field of 
Green Economics? Are you an activist, a campaigner or a policy maker looking 
to integrate ideas from this discipline? Are you a company or a professional 
eager to green your business? This handbook will show you how. It also is an 
ideal handbook for students and teachers being suitable for geography, 
economics, social theory, environmental, ecological and green studies and 
research.  

Within this practitioner’s guide, we explore the different elements which are encompassed within the wide spectrum 
of Green Economics: reclaiming economics for all people everywhere, other species, nature, our planet and its 
systems.  
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Green economics reclaims economics from the 
preserve of purely quantitative measurement, 
graphs, statistical data and the assumption of "homo 
economicus" to create a complex, interdisciplinary, 
holistic, long term, social science which is informed 
by qualitative and quantitative data from natural 
science. Its long-termism describes the evolution of 
societies within archaeological and palaeontological 

time frames, which provides a better setting and better tools for understanding such problems as climate change 
than are offered by current conventions and short term business cycles. Economics is reclaimed as an independent 
science from business administration studies. Green Economics is concerned with establishing definitions of an 
overall well- being and happiness for all people everywhere and the planet and earth systems, rather than deriving 
simplistic quantitative statistics. The purpose of economics is redefined, positive and normative statements are 
clearly differentiated and a distinction is made between destruction on the one hand, calculated and hidden as 
economic "growth" and true growth and abundance of natural resources for people and nature on the other hand.  

Green Economics is reworking the philosophy behind economic theory, adding more recent philosophical 
discourses and ideas of "difference". It builds on its enlightenment roots, adding feminism, postmodernism, and 
ideas about institutions and scientific investigations. It adds back the social and ethical element to decision 
making, while acknowledging the pivotal role of women and nature in real wealth creation. Green Economics 
opposes the simplistic undifferentiated growth imperative and many of the uncritical technical and social methods 
of economic propositions currently dominating economics but which are implicated in Global Environmental 
Change (GEC) and poverty. History, time, social and environmental justice are all incorporated back into the 
discourse to develop a truly "real" social and natural science, together with new learning from environmental 
science and philosophy.  

The Green Economics discipline is in the process of being shaped and is undergoing rapid development. Green 
Economics builds on insights from environmental and ecological economics, feminist theory, welfare economics, 
development economics, post structuralism and post Keynesian ideas, but moves beyond them to create a 
discipline that seeks to nurture new alternatives based on inter-generational equity and social and environmental 
justice. It is a discipline which replaces stewardship, dominion and dominance over other people, nature, the 
planet and its processes, with an economics philosophy which shows concern for and co-operation with each other 
and acknowledges its embededness within nature. It also seeks to provide actual benefit for other people, non 
human species, the earth systems, and planetary processes rather than using them simply as disposable supplies 
or resources for the economy. A Green Economics perspective no longer uses other things on the planet as throw 
away inputs or resources to the economy but as beneficiaries of the economics of sharing and of economics 
transactions. This is a unique and innovative stance in economics! This book is the first volume to bring these 
core ideas to the general reader and to provide an insight into its development, theory and features. 
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Alan Bouquet has an MSc in Climate Change from the University of East Anglia where he was caught up in the climate gate 
scandal and was very upset by the twisting of science by vested interests. He has always been interested in how humanity 
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